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Getty denies pushing wateFplanT 
By Sheldon Alberts 
(Herald writer) 
Premier Don Getty has denied 
influencing a decision to recon­
sider stabilizing water levels in 
Buffalo Lake. 
"This has been a project that 
M L A s in central Alberta have 
been working on for years," Get­
ty said Thursday in Calgary. 
Tin- Knvironment department 
said this week it wi l l proceed 
with an environmental impact 
study of a $14-million plan to 
pump water into the lake, which 
is in Getty's Stettler riding. 
"Whether I'm the M L A for 
Stettler or no t . . . this area needs 
as much industrial development, 
economic development as possi­
ble," the premier said. 
A government report this year 
concluded that pumping water 
from the Red Deer River to stabi­
lize the lake wouldn't cause an 
algae problem. Three earlier 
studies concluded that the river 
water, which contains phospho­
rous, would promote algae 
growth and destroy recreation, 
Getty plans to build a home 
near the lake. 
"First of al l , I don't have a 
lakefVont (home). I don't even 
have the lot yet," Getty said. 
"Tourism is a major, major 
feature. This is one of the biggest 
lakes in Alberta. (Tourism) can't 
really have an impact when the 
water level has dropped so low." 
Getty said he supports the 
diversion. "I think people say the 
M L A better stand up for his con­
stituents. They're going to have 
me fighting for it, that's for 
sure." 
In addition to the environmen­
tal study, the government wil l 
hold public hearings on the plan. 
Getty denied the government 
decided this summer to pave cer­
tain roads in Stettler because he 
was planning to buy land near 
them. "That's nonsense, it hasn't 
happened." 
